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Local Korean Doctor Ministers to Body and Spirit

by Brenda Dyas

At the Seafarers Center in the Port of
Montreal, the love of Jesus Christ is effec-
tively expressed in many ways: through
the giving of Christmas parcels, through
monetary donations given to support the
ministry, through prayer support, and
through active volunteering.

All of these methods have proven success-
ful in reaching the different nationalities
of seafarers with the gospel of Jesus Christ.
We have found that same-language and
same-culture volunteers are especially
successful, and there is no better example
of that than Rev. Dr. Kwang Oh Kim.

Since 1997, The Ministry to Seafarers has
been blessed to have Rev. Dr. Kim minis-
ter to seafarers in Montreal. Dr. Kim had
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ
as his Savior before he moved to Canada
from Korea in 1967. He met his wife at
Nursing College in Korea and they mar-
ried in 1969. They have four children who
are involved in Christian churches and
are also medical professionals.

Dr. Kim is a healthcare professional in the
fields of Acupuncture and Natural Medi-
cine. He maintains a health clinic in Mont-
real where he gives free healthcare to sea-
farers, and to volunteers and staff of the
Montreal Seafarers Center and the Minis-
try to Seafarers. Dr. Kim is also president
of Montreal Union Bible College.

Dr. Kim’s ministry to the seafarers has
been very effective as he serves the body
as well as the spirit. Rev. Kim can minis-
ter to Korean, Chinese, Japanese, Viet-
namese, Philippine, Indian, Burmese and
other Asian seafarers. He speaks Korean,
English and French, and understands
Chinese characters.

While visiting ships with Asian language
crew members, Dr. Kim offers pastoral
care and gives out his business card offer-
ing free medical care to all of the seafar-
ers. As a result of years of ship visiting,
many seafarers will come to Dr. Kim’s of-
fice as soon as their ship docks.

On board their ships, seafarers will ini-
tially report that they are healthy and
have no complaints. But after they come

to Dr. Kim’s office and he examines them,
he often finds they are in need of medical
attention. Sadly, this happens because,
even though seafarers have medical cov-
erage as part of their pay package, they
fear that if they place a claim against this
coverage they will lose their jobs.

On several occasions, Dr. Kim has also
been able to connect seafarers with the
International Transport Federation, as
well as lawyers, to help them with issues
of worker’s rights.

As Dr. Kim freely offers these critical and
timely services to seafarers, their hearts
are open to him as he shares the gospel.
We are so thankful to Dr. Kim for his self-
less service to seafarers in the Port of
Montreal!



Tsunami was
Devastating, but
God 1s Merciful

by Brenda Dyas

According to recent counts, the death
toll caused by the tsunami of December
26, 2004 has reached more than
200,000 people. The sea is indeed a
powerful force, but God is even more
powerful. He created the earth and the
seas and everything in them.

Even though the losses have been dev-
astating, God’s mercy has been evident
as well. Through inquiries with seafar-
ers, we are thankful that so many of
their families have been safe from the
effects of the tsunami.

The Montreal Gazette recently reported
that a seven year old girl from Indone-
sia had been reunited with her parents
after 3 weeks of separation. Focus on the
Family, CNN, and The Washington Post
told the remarkable story of Pastor
Dayalan Sanders of Sri Lanka who ran
an orphanage for children left desolate
by the civil war there.

On the morning of the 26, Pastor
Sander’s wife gave him warning that
“the sea is coming!” They immediately
gathered the children and staff, a total
of 28 people, into their boat.

Inspired by God to head into the wave
instead of trying to outrun it, they road
the tidal wave for an hour and a half
until they were deposited into a calm
sea. Every possession of the orphanage
compound was destroyed, but not a
single life of the 28 was lost.

We praise our God for his mercy and
unfailing love, as well as his sovereign
power!

You (LORD) rule over the surging sea;
when it’s waves mount up, you still them.
— Psalm 89:9
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Christmas Parcel Project a Success

by Michelle DePooter

“Thank you, thank you, thank you!”

After Christmas, these are words I heard
over and over from seafarers. Everyone
was so grateful for the presents we deliv-
ered to the ships before Christmas. Sea-
farers from Christian backgrounds appre-
ciated the reminder of a traditional Christ-
mas, and those not from Christian back-
grounds appreciated the fact that some-
one was thinking of them.

If you have ever wondered about the im-
pact of sending Christmas parcels to the
Seafarers Center, I can tell you it makes a
difference! Spending holidays at sea far
from loved ones is hard on the seafarers.
Receiving gifts from a Seafarers Center
makes things seem more bearable. A small
reminder that someone cares goes a long
way to improve morale during the holi-
days.

Including a card in your parcel with a
short message explaining why the present
is given shows the love of Christ to who-
ever receives the gift. Many seafarers were
so touched they asked me to help them
send a thank you letter to the person who
made their gift. This is a great opportu-
nity for a family or individual to build a
friendship with someone from a different
country and culture. Through this ex-
change of letters or e-mails, the gospel can
be shared.

In many cases, we never see the seafarers
again, but a chaplain or volunteer in an-
other port may go on board the ship and
have a chance to answer the question,
“Why did someone give me this gift, and
what is the gift of Jesus Christ that they
are talking about?” We may plant seeds
here in Montreal, and someone in a port
on the other side of the world may see the
harvest, but it is all according to God’s
will and purpose.

With the Christmas presents we deliver,
we include a Bible in the language of the
crew on board each ship, and a copy of
Luke 2 — the Christmas story. One Dutch
captain I know turned Christmas on board
his ship into a wonderful party. He dis-
tributed the Christmas presents to each
crew member, read Luke 2 in English,
and then explained the Christmas story
in Indonesian to his Indonesian crew
members, most of whom are Muslim.

We may never know the impact this had
on the crew members, but we can pray
that, through the kindness and generos-
ity of church members and the reading
and explanation of the Christmas story in
their own language, seeds may have been
planted.

On behalf of all the seafarers who come to
Montreal throughout the year, and espe-
cially those who received a Christmas
gift...Thank you!

Christmas Letter from Lady Hamilton

The following email was received from Master Captain Ginwalla, Z.P. of the ship Lady
Hamilton, a bulk carrier, and addressed to the International Seamen’s Center, Burns
Harbour, and to The Seamen’s Mission, Montreal:

25 December 2004

It has come to me with great surprise on this auspicious day, that outside my cabin were
placed two boxes of presents. Investigations lead to the “SECRET SANTA CLAUSE” that
both of you have played to this vessel. It is such a touching feeling to know that there is
someone always thinking and praying for us seamen at all times, which feeling we keep
very close to our hearts. Of course we are far from our beloved families who at such times
we miss them most. But that’s our life. The Command and the ship staff do hereby thank
you, all persons connected with the mission who think of us and all persons who have so
generously contributed towards such thoughtful gifts received by each of us on board.
Anyway, we take this opportunity to wish you et al and all of your families a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year. May the Good Almighty Lord shower
His blessings upon the earth so that we all live in peace and harmony with each other.
Amen.






Spotlight
on

Volunteers

by Brenda Dyas

George and Grace Couperus

George and Grace were both born in The
Netherlands and immigrated to Canada
with their parents and siblings — Grace
in 1949 and George in 1953. They met
while in their teens, fell in love and mar-
ried. Now they have four children and
ten grandchildren. They have lived in the
Trenton area since arriving in Canada.

George and Grace built up their own con-
struction company, from which they re-
tired 12 years ago. Their goal was to re-
tire early and spend the balance of their
years at something meaningful that
would impact their world for the King-
dom of God. They were involved in poli-
tics, the church council, the taxpayers’
coalition and waste management. They
found that political involvement did not
suit them. When they started working
with the CRWRC they found their niche.

Volunteering has become their profession.
They have gone to Amsterdam with
YWAM, to Hungary with Habitat for Hu-
manity, to Japan three times to build
churches, and 30 other volunteer experi-
ences with CRWRC in the past 15 years.

Psalm 107:23-31

In 1997, friends of theirs from BC were
volunteering at The Ministry to Seafar-
ers in Montreal. The two couples decided
to get together for a visit, as Montreal
would be the closest their BC friends would
ever get to Trenton. George and Grace
drove to Montreal in February and spent
some time at the Seafarers Center with
their friends.

They discovered that the center needed
volunteers for the month of March, so they
jumped right in for a two week commit-
ment. By July they were the host couple
and stayed with the ministry from 1997-
1999. They have continued to volunteer
at the Seafarers Center two or more times
per year.

Over the years they have made many
good friends among the seafarers. They
have adopted several “children” and keep
in regular contact with them, even visit-
ing India four times. Grace has been a
mother figure to many young cadets.
They both love the service aspect of vol-
unteering at The Ministry to Seafarers.
George especially appreciates the cama-

Some go down to the sea and travel over it in ships to do business in great waters.

They see the works of the Lord and His wonders in the deep.

He commands and raises up the stormy wind, which lifts up the waves of the sea.

Those aboard mount up to the heavens, they go down again to the deeps; their courage melts away because of their plight.
They reel to and fro and stagger like a drunken man, and all their wisdom comes to nothing.

Then they cry to the Lord in their trouble, and He brings them out of their distress.

He hushes the storm to a calm and to a gentle whisper, so that the waves of the sea are still.

Then they are glad because of the calm, and He brings them to their desired haven.

raderie he has developed with the seafar-
ing men and the opportunities he has had
to give moral support to some with per-
sonal problems. They continue to keep in
touch with many of them.

We are incredibly thankful for all our vol-
unteers. Through their service, love, and
devotion, their lives shine as bright bea-
cons in the darkness pointing the way to
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

If you are interested in reaching the world
with the gospel of Jesus Christ at the Port
of Montreal, please contact us!

The Ministry to Seafarers

Chaplain: Michelle DePooter
Administrator: Brenda Dyas

Place d’Armes Postal Station, Box 815
Montreal, QC H2Y 3J2

Tel.: (514) 844-1476 or (514) 849-3234
Fax: (514) 849-2874

Email: min2seaf@colba.net
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Oh, that people would praise the Lord for His goodness and lovingkindness, and His wonderful works to the human race!



